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which was freely circulated in 
the last century. 















If you have in your posses- 
sion books which deal with the 
Roman Catholic question and 









which are not of current use to 
you, Christ’s Mission would 
greatly appreciate your permit- 
ting us to add them to our li- 
brary. In this way, you will 
strike a blow against Roman- 
























ism and help increase our ef- 
fectiveness. 








HE DEPTH to which the Ro- 

man Catholic Church has pen- 

etrated into practically every phase of 

American life may be seen by watching 

her actions and analyzing her tactics. 

Radio and press have fallen prey to 

her control; the fires of the Inquisition, together with rigid censorship, have 

been rekindled. Rome is waiting for the day when she again may burn heretics— 
this time even in America, the land of freedom. 

The Air Ils NOT Free 
On the first Sunday in December, your editor was invited to minister both in 
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the morning and evening services of a 
large eastern church which conducts a 
widely-known radio broadcast. The lo- 
cal Radio Broadcasting Station requir- 
ed manuscripts of the messages in ad- 
vance, but to our surprise, at the last 
moment the church was notified the 
services could not be broadcast unless 
major deletions were made in the mes- 
sage planned for the morning service, 
and that the evening service message 
be completely changed to another sub- 
ject. Although the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission issued our instruc- 
tions, it is the Roman Catholic Church 
which controls these vehicles of public 
expression. Here are the paragraphs 
which were deleted: 
















“What must I do then to live?’ 
asked a dying Indian in the hills of 
the Indian regions of Peru. The 
priest, standing in front of him, 
was attempting to persuade the In- 
dian to confess his sins to him. But 
would this human priest's absolu- 
tion secure the reconciliation of 


God ? 


“Years before this time, the In- 
dian had heard us preach the Gos- 
pel message and the Word of God 
was still ringing in his heart. Con- 
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fronting death and placed between 
the priest and the written message, 
the dying man determined to find 
the truth. He telegraphed us to in- 
quire where he might find eternal 
life. Our answer reached the agon- 
izing man, ‘If you confess your sins 
to God, He is faithful and just to 
forgive you your sins and the blood 
of Christ will cleanse you from all 
unrighteousness.’ The priest read 
the telegram. The man confessed 
his sins to God. He was reconciled. 
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He found peace, and he also re- 
ceived a miraculous healing. Today 
he is still witnessing to his people 

- the fact that only God can restore 
life and give eternal salvation. No 
more priestly intervention or con- 
fession or man’s absolution.” 


Truth Will Out 


In his fervor to suppress any ad- 
verse criticism of the Roman Catholic 
Church, the censor overlooked the fol- 
lowing paragraphs which condemn 
more severely the tyranny of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, though with- 
out mentioning her by name. Any 
student of history, however, could de- 
tect these refer to none but the Ro- 
man Catholic Church: 


“In 1523, Tyndale attempted to 
translate the New Testament into 
current English, but the Bishop of 
London and everyone else of im- 
portance were against him. Forced 
to go to Germany, he found Martin 
Luther engaged in his own great 
German translation of the Bible. At 
Cologne, Tyndale completed his 
translation. Forced by persecution 
he fled to the city of Worms, from 
which the first copies of his Eng- 
lish New Testament were sent to 
England hidden in packages of 
merchandise. Brought from his ex- 
ile at Antwerp before Emperor 
Charles V, adjudged a heretic and 
sentenced to die, he was strangled 
and burned at the stake. His last 
words were ‘Lord, open the eyes of 
the King.” He crowned his work 
with his death, but his efforts were 
not in vain. In historian J.R.Green’s 





words ‘the whole nation became a 
church.’ 

“The church in power at that 
time declared: ‘anyone found guilty 
of reading the Bible in English must 
forfeit land, cattle life, and goods 
from his heirs forever.’ Wycliffe’s 
efforts were not rewarded different- 
ly by those who opposed God's 
Word. Forty years after his death it 
was decided he must be punished, 
so his bones were dug up, public- 
ly burned and cast into the river 
that flowed past his quiet country 
church.” 


“This Is The Condemnation 
That Men Loved Darkness” 


Rome’s control over the American 
press today follows the same pattern. 
In its domestic service for last No- 
vember 7, the Religious News Service 
printed a report from Pueblo, Colo- 
rado, about an attack made by the 
[Catholic] Regzster upon the local 
Pueblo Star-Journal for reporting a 
Reformation Day address by Dr. Kelly 
O'Neal, pastor of the Central Chris- 
tian Church, Denver. Although the 
message of Dr. O'Neal and its ac- 
curate review in the Star-Journal only 
contained the accepted facts of his- 
tory, the [Catholic} Register charged 
the review was ‘‘a flagrant disservice 
to all Catholic people.” This “dis- 
service’ was mentioned in virtually 
every Roman Catholic Church in the 
Southern Colorado diocese. 

Pressure by the Roman Catholic 
Church on public communication is 
reaching a crisis stage. Protestants 
should realize that if this censorship 
is permitted to continue, the right of 


36 


freedom of speech in America will 
slowly disappear. A Roman Catholic 
speaker may denounce the Protestant 
Reformation under the names of her. 
esy and schism, but a Protestant must 
not speak of corruption and super. 
stition in the old church without being 
subjected to abuse and vilification. 


One writer tells us that a few weeks 
ago he listened to a half-hour radio 
broadcast in which a Roman Catholic 
priest surveyed the course of church 
history from the origin of the church 
to the present day. His treatment of 
the events of the 16th century, our 
informant reported, would insult any 
Protestant and outrage the sensibilities 
of every true lover of history. 


The CBS and NBC networks tele. 
vision showing last Sept. 20 of Fire 
Upon the Earth, an historical film of 
the Reformation, was attacked in the 
Roman Catholic Evangelist, a weekly 
newspaper of the Diocese of Albany. 
in a major editorial entitled “Misuse 
of Public Service,” the film was de 
scribed as ‘‘an anti-Catholic television 
show,” and the editorial declared that 
“the religious sensibilities of thous 
ands of television fans, Catholics and 
sincere minded non-Catholics were 
outraged by the portrayal of a ‘slant- 
ed story’ that bombarded Catholicism 
with ancient canards.” 


Fire Upon the Earth was offered to 
the networks, and the NBC at least 
tentatively booked it; but last October 
15, the showing of the film was with- 
drawn as “too controversial.” 


Where does religious freedom of 
the air begin and end for Protestants? 
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| i THE FIELD of social 
economy, there are rules 
which regulate the relations between 
capital and labor, between employer 
and employees. If these rules were 
strictly adhered to, there would be no 
socio-economic problem. Failure to ad- 
here to them has inevitably resulted 
in bitter clashes. 

The great strides made in industrial 
production and mechanization have 
only served to intensify the strained 
relations between employer and wage- 
earner. The wage-earner long ago 
learned that he had to protect him- 
self by concentrating upon a special- 
ied skill and uniting into closely- 
knit groups, recognizing that strength 
depended upon unity. Today those 
groups wield enormous power. 

It was the Vatican which early ac- 
knowledged that the theories of Karl 
Marx would greatly affect the working 
class of every country; and the leaders 
of the Roman Catholic Church feared 
Marx because the great majority of 
the faithful of the Roman Church 





















east 
ber | then, as now, belong to the working 
ith: classes. 





“Communism,” declared Pius [IX on 
Sept. 11, 1846, “is completely opposed 
to the natural law itself, and its estab- 
lishment would entail the complete 
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Koman Catholic Church and Labor 


By ANGELO Lo VALLO 


SHADOW OVER THE 
CAPITOL DOME 


— 


Trades ony 
— 


— 


destruction of all property and even 
human society.” 

Pope Leo XIII in his Encyclical Re- 
rum Novarum condemned “the main 
tenet of socialism, community of 
goods” as “contrary to the rights of 
manhood.” But the leaders of the 
American Roman Catholic Church 
failed to heed this condemnation of 
community of goods, presupposing the 
problem of socialism was confined to 
Europe, although from time to time 
these leaders gave lip service to the 
principles of social justice as contain- 
ed in Pope Leo XIII’s Encyclical on 
the Condition of Labor. 


Dilemma 


Laborers, Roman Catholic and non- 
Catholic, have not been deceived by 
the hypocritical and indifferent atti- 
tude of the American Roman Catholic 
Church toward their rights and plights. 
The compromising position of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church could not be 
concealed from the laborer, who saw 
in the Church an institution that 
claimed to be friend to the poor and 
yet was itself the most powerful and 
wealthy of vested interests; an insti- 
tution which presented from its pul- 
pits a just, charitable social program 
and yet practiced cooperation with the 
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capitalist and ignored the laborer; an 
institution which instructed the work- 
er to become reconciled to his state of 
poverty, while it continued to encour- 
age and sanction luxurious living 
among its own officials; an institution 
which demanded of the laborer and 
protected the capitalist. It was not dif- 
ficult for labor to see that the Amer- 
ican Roman Catholic Church leaders 
wanted the loyalty of the worker and 
the financial support of the capitalist. 
The Papal pronouncements against so- 
cialism sounded as just so many dis- 
cordant notes in the ears of the Amer- 
ican Roman Catholic and non-Catho- 
lic laborer. 


A Sudden Reversal 

Today, a careful student of current 
events can observe an abrupt change 
in the attitude of the Roman Catholic 
Church policy toward labor. Suddenly, 
the Roman Catholic Church leaders. 
its War Veterans and Knights of Co- 
lumbus, fell over each other in a wild 
dash to seize the hand of the worker 
and snub the will of the capitalist. 
Why the reversal ? 

The American Roman Catholic bish- 
ops have become frightened, realizing 
that Marxism makes its appeal pri- 
marily to the working class. In the 
United States, Roman Catholics form 
a majority in the labor movement. The 
Congress of Industrial Organization, 
with a total membership of seven mil- 
lion, is 60% Roman Catholic, and the 
membership of the Transport Union 
of the C.I.0. headed by Michael Quill, 
is 90% of that faith. Many of the la- 
bor officials, Philip Murray, James Ca- 
sey, Mathew Woll, as well as many 
recent Cabinet Secretaries of Labor, 
are also Roman Catholic. But by its 
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contradictory policy the Roman Church 
lost much of its labor majority to left. 
wing elements; a situation that helped 
make way for the relentless march of 
Communism in the predominantly Ro- 
man Catholic countries of Europe. 
The American bishops had to make a 
sudden reversal to save face. 

This policy reversal not only brought 
labor back into the Roman Catholic 
fold, but also united it as a voting 
bloc for the selfish aims of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Priests joined strik- 
ing pickets and marched for hours. 
They became appointees to labor 
boards and conciliation groups. Labor 
Day masses featured Communion for 
the working man. The Roman Cath. 
olic Church became known as the 
“Church of the Working-Man.” 


‘Quadragesimo Anno’ 

Pope Pius XI issued his encyclical 
Quadragesimo Anno (Forty Years Af- 
ter) at an opportune time in May, 
1931. This papal pronouncement may 
be regarded as a liberal document de. 
signed to block Communism. It con- 
tains many flowery phrases extolling 
the working man and is calculated to 
stir his heart with admiration for 
the “progressiveness” of the Roman 
Church. Roman propagandists call the 
encyclical the “charter of freedom for 
the worker,” but in reality it is a bul- 
wark for the conservation of the old 
social order. 


Roman Catholic Trade Unions 

One portion of the encyclical strange 
ly insists on the formation of Roman 
Catholic Trade Unions for Roman 
Catholic workers. These unions are to 
be patterned after the ancient Guild 
System of the medieval ages. The ency- 
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clical holds that the grouping of men 
should not be as between employers 
and employees, as in the open labor 
market, but according to their func- 
tional duties in society: all wheat far- 
mers and their farm hands organized; 
all textile workers together, owners, 
managers, laborers; all railroad men, 
owners, managers and 
workers; all journalists, 
publishers, editors, re- 
porters, linotype opera- 
tors. The owning, em- 
ploying and managing 
group of a particular oc- 
cupation, holds Pius XI, 
should be united in or- 
der to safeguard their 
individual special inter- 
ests. The workers should 
have a voice, among oth- 
er things, inthe quali- 
fications of draftsmen, 
the standards of work- 
manship, sick benefits, 
old age pensions, social 
legislation. 

Both capital and la- 
bor are to determine the 
hours and conditions of 
labor, plan production, 
establish wage scales, 
define the share of 
workers in profits, own- 
eship and manage- 
ment. Pius XI further 
urged that, wherever 
possible, the wage con- 
tract should be super- 
seded by a contract of 
partnership. 


This social stratum is 
more feasible for a 
country which is pre- 
dominantly Roman 
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of the constitution of the Association of 
Catholic Trade Unionists sets forth the fol- 
lowing conditions of membership: 


. Members of the Association shall be 


. Members shall be members of a bona 


. Membership shall also be open to other 


. Applicants for membership shall state 


. Members shall attend one series of the 


. Members shall attend all spiritual acti- 


. The membership shall have the final 


. Members shall subscribe to the official 
. Membership books shall be issued to 


. Members shall have the right and priv- 


. To remain in good standing members 





Catholic than for one in which Ro- 
man Catholics are a minority group. 
But Pius XI insists that Roman Cath- 
olics exclusively join or organize sec- 
tarian trade unions wherever possible. 
They must never enroll in ‘“Un-Chris- 
tian (Socialist) unions. In the United 
States where most unions are ‘‘neu- 




















































ARTICLE III 





practicing Catholics. 


fide union. (If the union in a particular 
industry where a member is employed 
is, in the opinion of the executive 
board, hopelessly dominated by rack- 
eteers or communists, the application of 
this section may be suspended.) 


Catholics on the basis of their work in 
behalf of the trade union movement, 
providing there is no trade union for 
which they are eligible. 


the name of the church they regularly 
attend, its pastor, the union to which 
they belong, sign the ACTU pledge, 
and receive the endorsement of two 
members in good standing or their 
parish priest. 


ACTU basic instruction course. 


vities conducted by the Association un- 
less for good cause they are prevented 
from so doing. 


vote on all actions of the Association. 
A majority vote at its regular member- 
ship meetings shall be sufficient to re- 
verse the action of any conference, 
joint conference council, officer, or ex- 
ecutive board. 


newspaper, The Labor Leader. 


all members. 


ilege of participating in all membership 
meetings. 


must fulfill the aforementioned require- 
ments and be no more than two quar- 
ters in arrears in their dues. 





tral,” a Roman Catholic worker must 
gain permission from his bishop be- 
fore he may join: 

“These (neutral unions) should always 
respect justice and equity and leave their 
Catholic members full freedom to follow 
the dictates of their conscience and obey 
the precepts of the Church (Roman). It 
belongs to the Bishop to permit Catholic 
workingmen to join these unions, when 
they judge that circumstances render it 
necessary, and there appears no danger to 
religion, observing however the rules and 
precautions recommended by Our Prede- 
cessor of saintly memory, Pius X.”? 


Literally, the pronouncement of Pi- 
us XI shuts the door of all American 
labor unions to Roman Catholic work- 
ers: first, because the ‘neutral’ unions 
have never been officially approved by 
the American Roman Catholic hier- 
archy; secondly because Roman Catho- 
lic workers have failed to ask per- 
mission from their bishops to join 
these ‘neutral’ unions and lastly be- 
cause none of the American labor un- 
ions fulfill all the requirements laid 
down by Pius X and XI. 

Although Pius XI urges “‘associa- 
tions of employers,” he failed to re- 
quire the bishop’s permission for the 
Roman Catholic capitalist before join- 
ing such an ‘association.’ There is one 
law that binds Roman Catholic work- 
ers in conscience: there is another that 
frees Roman Catholic capitalists from 
all obligation in conscience. It is hard 
to believe that Roman Catholic work- 
ers are blind to this double standard: 
that according to the papal mind asso- 
ciations of employers are supposed to 
have “respect for justice and equity” 
while labor unions are supposed to 
cherish and possess no such virtue. 


1Five Great Encyclicals, published by 
Paulist Press, New York, Quadragesimo 
Anno, Pius XI, p. 134. 
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American Trade Unions 

The American Roman Catholic epis. 
copacy cannot officially or universally 
accept or promote the American trade 
unions as they exist in the United 
States. To do so would be to diametri- 
cally oppose the aims of Pius XI where 
he advocates the formation of Roman 
Catholic trade unions. Nevertheless 
the hierarchy has seized the loophole 
left in Quadragesimo Anno: 

“Side by side with . . . unions 
there must always be associations 
which aim at giving their members 
a thorough religious and moral 
training, that these in turn may im- 
part to the labor unions to which 
they belong, the upright spirit 
which should direct their entire con- 
duct. Thus will these unions exert 
a beneficent influence far beyond 
the ranks of their own members,” 
This loophole gave birth to the As- 

sociation of Catholic Trade Unionists, 
which was founded in New York City 
in 1937, and after its third convention 
in 1947 became a national organiza- 
tion. Some of the Roman Catholic ec. 
clesiastics responsible for the forma- 
tion of A.C.T.U. were: Cardinal Moo- 
ney, Archbishop Ryan, Cardinal 
Stritch, Bishop Haas, Dr. John Cronin, 
Assistant Director N.C.W.C., Rev. 
Rice and Rev. Coakley. The Roman 
Catholic hierarchy used A.C.T.U. asa 
supplement or complement to the sec- 
ular American labor unions. Today 
there are nine chapters of A.C.T.U. 
functioning in Boston, Detroit, Pitts 
burgh, Chicago, San Francisco, New- 
ark, New York City, Cleveland and 
Philadelphia. 


According to the A.C.T.U. constitu 
*Ibid., p. 134. 
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tion, published by the New York City 
chapter, with offices at 115 Mott Street, 
its purpose is “to foster and spread in 
the American labor movement sound 
principles of trade unionism and to 
make Catholic union membership an 
effective force for sound unionism.” 
Its purpose is not to organize at this 
time Roman Catholic labor unions, but 
to infiltrate the existing secular unions 
and eventually convert them and their 
members to Roman Catholicism. This 
is just another scheme in the over-all 
plan to “Make America Catholic.” 
Their other purposes as outlined in the 
constitution are: 

To further these Catholic principles 
the Association shall engage in the fol- 
lowing activities: 

1. Enroll in this Association all Cath- 

olic trade unionists. 

2. Promote unionism and its benefits 
to all working people. 

3. Bring to American workers through 
the establishment of schools and 
other educational means a knowl- 
edge of the social doctrines of the 
Church with regard to labor. 
























































| 4. Apply Christian principles to the 
ze problems of the union movement. 
ec: 5. Work toward a Christian recon- 
na- struction of the social order through 
(00- the promotion of the program con- 
nal tained in the Papal Encyclicals. 

, 6. Sponsor corporate Communions, 
~ retreats, and other religious activi- 
Rev, ties for Catholic working men and 
nan women as may from time to time 
as a seem advisable.” 
sec- The Association has six officers: 
yday | President, Vice President, Secretary- 
[.U.] Treasurer, Recording Secretary, Finan- 
its | cial Secretary, Chaplain, and eight Ex- 
New: } ecutive Board Members. Membership 
and} dues. are $6 per year, and its official 

newspaper is The Labor Leader. 
stitu- 








Success Of Actu 
In the past twenty years or so, the 
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American press has been exposing the 
Communist infiltration and influence 
in the American labor movement, par- 
ticularly the CIO. But in all these 
years, except for one or two secular 
publications, there has been no men- 
tion of the vicious and parallel influ- 
ence of the Vatican. Moreover, after 
the successful strikes of the mid-30’s, 
the Communists made great inroads. 
But in the mid-40’s, the power of the 
newly formed ACTU began to be felt. 
Within the past five years, the ACTU 
and its Roman Catholic leaders in la- 
bor have taken advantage of the ex- 
posure and expulsion of Communism, 
leaving secular labor unions almost 
exclusively to the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Daniel Tobin, head of the Team- 
ster’s Union (AF of L) and a Roman 
Catholic, was interviewed by labor re- 
porter James Higgins, who two years 
later revealed the following conversa- 
tion: 

“Well over a year ago you pub- 
lished an article of mine which sketch- 
ed the rise of the influence of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in the CIO... 

“What I said—and what was de- 
nied by the (CIO) letter writers— 
was: that the Association of Catholic 
Trade Unionists, by reason of its direc- 
tion of the ‘anti-communist’ campaign 
in the CIO unions, would soon become 
the most powerful force inside the 
CIO; that CIO ruling circles were dom- 
inated by Catholic personalities and 
thought; that principal non-commu- 
nists would wake up to find themselves 
actual agents of the Church in labor; 
that the conflict in the CIO between 
the philosophy of ‘class struggle’ af- 
firmed by communists and that of 
‘class collaboration’ which is official 
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Catholic doctrine was no doubt, a part 
of the worldwide war between the 
Vatican and the Kremlin. 

“The Catholic Church has now won 
all its major objectives in the CIO with 
the exception of the United Electrical 
Workers . . . I am amazed that no lib- 
eral journal has cared to follow in the 
past year the progress of the ACTU 
nor has any magazine, to my knowl- 
edge, examined the theoretical and 
practical principles of the Catholic 
Church as they relate to the labor 
movement.” 

It is obvious that fear of boycott has 
forced the press to ignore the growth 
of Roman Catholic infiltration into 
secular labor unions. It is openly ad- 
mitted by Philip Taft in the Industrial 
and Labor Relation Review, Vol. Il, 
No. 2, January, 1949, that ‘‘one must 
recognize that the formation of a 
group within the union raises some 
serious problems. Will it inevitably 


lead to the splitting of labor unions on 
religious lines and the exacerbating of 
the problems of discipline? It would 
be unrealistic to close one’s eyes to 
this danger,” he continues. The De- 
troit chapter tries to explain away this 
possibility: 


“The conference is not a political 
caucus and should not be used as one. 
An ACTU conference is essentially re- 
ligious. The conference should become 
interested in political questions in the 
union only when such questions have 
a bearing on the work of the ACTU in 
spreading Christian principles. Thus 
in a union where no influences hostile 
to our cause exist, an ACTU confer- 
ence may have no reason to be con- 
cerned with local union politics. 


8New Republic, March 7, 1949. 
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Whereas in a local where elements 
hostile to Christian principles are 
strong, it may be the primary task of 
the conference to keep such hostile ele. 
ments out of office.’”* 


ACTU An Arm Of Rome 

The basic mandate of ACTU is the 
reconstruction of the social order ac. 
cording to papal designs. Chapters 
must pledge to abide by the teachings 
and practices of the Catholic faith, on 
the grounds that the reform of society 
is a religious duty. As the Roman 
Catholic Church gains control of labor, 
she gains a powerful voting bloc and 
a faithful stratum of society, which 
represents a large segment of the Pop- 
ulation already in her fold. This is 
achieved ‘“‘by Catholic men who have 
been imbued with these (Catholic) 
principles and trained for this Apos- 
tolate under the banner of Catholic 
Action, guided and directed by the 
Christ.””” 

The guiding spirit of ACTU is the 
Roman Catholic priest. An important 
force of educational activity are the 
workers’ schools operated by the AC- 
TU. “The education given is designed 
not merely to supply the individual 
with knowledge,” admits Philip Taft, 
“but also to equip him to meet the ar- 
guments of Communists and others 
who would direct the labor movements 
into Marxist channels. 


“Underlying this and permeating 


‘Implementation of the Resolution of 
Policy and Conference Adopted ACTU, 
Detroit, October 29, 1944. 

5A Call to Catholic Action, Chapter on 
Economic Disorders and Quadragesimo An- 
no, by Bishop Robert E. Lacey D.D., Pub- 
lished by Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., Vol. Il, 

oe 
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through it are the wholesome teach- 
ings they learn in their course in labor 
ethics. This course is taught by a priest. 
Here the students are imbued with the 
spirit of Catholic social teachings in 
regard to their rights and duties in re- 
lation to their fellow workers, their 
employers, the state, and society as a 
whole. Fortified with this knowledge 
they are more able to instill the whole- 
some spirit directing their activities 
into the unions to which they belong.’”* 

These Roman priests are hand- 
picked by the Bishops: they are spe- 
calists in the field of socio-economic 
relations. After years of undergradu- 
ate and post-graduate study, they are 
to “devote themselves whole hearted- 
ly,” Pius XI says, ‘‘to the formation of 
the men entrusted to them.” The spe- 
cial task of these priests is ‘‘to teach 
men the new social order and specifi- 
cally the economic principles of the 
Church. They must go out into the 
market place—yes, and down into the 
labor temple,—'to seek diligently, to 
select prudently, and to train fittingly’ 
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he | Catholic workingmen. These and Cath- 
c. | olic employers and Catholic merchants 
eq | they must form into study clubs to 
1a] | teach them Catholic social justice.” 

ft, The Roman Catholic priest called to 





work with the ACTU take their orders 
from the American Roman Catholic 
bishops, who in turn receive instruc- 
tions from the Pope. Immediately two 
questions are presented: by what au- 


at- 
ers 
nts 














‘Implementation of the Resolution of 
Policy and Conference Adopted ACTU, 
Detroit, Oct. 29, 1944, pp. 213, 214. 

"A Call to Catholic Action, Chapter on 
Economic Disorders and Quadragesimo An- 
no, by Bishop Robert E. Lacey, D.D., Pub- 
lished by Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., Vol. I, 
p.7. 
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thority does the Pope have the right to 
speak on purely social-economic ques- 
tions? and is he infallible in such mat- 
ters? 


Sweeping Claims 

Pope Leo XIII in his Encyclical on 
the Condition of Labor strongly avers: 

“We approach the subject with con- 
fidence, and in the exercise of the rights 
which belong to Us, for no practical solu- 
tion of this question will ever be found 
without the assistance of Religion and of 
the Church (Roman, of course). It is We 
who are the chief guardians of religion, 
and the chief dispenser of what belongs 
to the Church, and We must not by si- 
a neglect the duty which lies upon 

a 

In The Labor Leader, official publi- 
cation of the ACTU, of last June 21, 
J.C.C. remarks in a prominent column: 

“This is what Pius XI says in Quad- 
ragesimo Anno, the encyclical on The 
Reconstruction of the Social Order: 
‘. .. That principle which Leo XIII so 
clearly established must be laid down 
at the outset here, namely, that there 
resides in Us the right and duty to pro- 
nounce with supreme authority upon 
social and economic matters.’ 

“And this is what Father Raymond 
J. Miller, C.Ss.R., author of the best 
American commentary on that encycli- 
cal, Forty Years After, says about that 
sentence: 

“ “This supreme authority is author- 
ity to pass judgments or court decisions 
from which there is no appeal, i.e., 
final judgment—like the decisions or 
the judgments passed by the U.S. Su- 
preme Court, from which there is no 
appeal as far as civil matters in the 





8Five Great Encyclicals, published by 
Paulist Press, N. Y., Conditions of Labor, 
Pope Leo XIII, pp. 7. Parenthesis author's. 
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United States are concerned . . . And 
the Church can oblige all men (to 
abide by her decisions) , because when 
she uses this right, she is acting as in- 
terpreter either of the natural law or 
of divine revelation; and these bind all 
men. Men may violate or disregard the 
Church’s rulings; but that does not 
free them from the obligation.’ 

“The Popes do not pretend to speak 
with supreme authority on the techni- 
cal aspects of economics. Or as Pius XI 
puts it in Quadragesimo Anno: ‘ 
She (the Church) can in no wise re- 
nounce the duty God entrusted to her 
to’ interpose her authority, not of 
course, in matters of technique for 
which she is neither suitably equipped 
nor endowed by office, but in all things 
that are connected with the moral 
law.’ 

“In 1922, in Ubi Arcano Dei, Pius 
XI had already condemned those who 
refused to accept the papal teaching 
‘in matters regarding the civil author- 
ity and the duty of obeying it, regard- 
ing the rights of property or . . . the 
mutual relations . . . between employ- 
ers and employed.’ He said: ‘In all 
this (non-acceptance) We recognize 
a kind of moral, juridical and social 
modernism, and We condemn it as 
strongly as dogmatic modernism!’ 

“And when the Pope and the fore- 
most American interpreter of the Pope, 
Father Miller, a trained theologian 
who has spent his life studying such 
questions—tells me I have to accept 
the Pope’s judgment on the moral as- 
pects of economics, then for me, as a 
Catholic, there can be only one an- 
swer: ‘Okay, I accept.’ ”” 

If Christian social reform is depend- 
ent on the recognition of an outside 
infallible spiritual authority it is fear- 


ed that it will never be ultimately 
achieved. What is badly needed from 
the Christian point of view is a rebirth 
of the spirit of the Reformation. 


Spirit Of The Reformation 

The Papacy openly admits that the 
Guild System of the medieval ages 
failed because it was mainly controlled 
by Roman Catholics. When the Guild 
System perished, the power and pres- 
tige of the Roman Catholic Church 
was likewise destroyed. In using the 
labor movement to make nations re- 
turn to the fold of the Roman Church, 
she does not intend to repeat the same 
mistakes made in the Guild System: 
for the labor unions now and forever 
will be under the strict control of Ro- 
man Catholic ecclesiastics. But that 
fact will be the downfall of the effec- 
tive reconstruction of the social order. 

The Bible says, “The heart is de- 
ceitful above all things and desperate- 
ly wicked.” Only as the heart of man 
is changed will his attitude toward his 
fellow men be peaceful. But with Ro- 
man Catholic ecclesiastics leading the 
workers, and their theology of ‘easy to 
sin, easy to forgive’ permeating the 
labor unions, there is no hope for uni- 
ty in the social order. With the Roman 
Catholic conscience of secret compen- 
sation and jesuitical casuistry guiding 
the actions of the workers, more tears, 
more bloodshed, more strikes and 
more corruption is all that can be ex- 


pected. 


But if the worker is led to the cross 
of Christ, and his heart is cleansed of 
its wickedness, he will then learn the 
secret of inward peace. He will then 
“seek first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness” and the material 
needs will be added to him. 
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ST. VALENTINE’S DAY furnishes a classic illustra- 
tion of the Roman Catholic practice of “christianizing” 
agan customs, and of the corruption and confusion that 
result from this practice. 


“Ze ROMAN CATHOLIC CANNON 
LAW AND ST. VALENTINE’S DAY 


EBRUARY 14, with its 
q tradition of hearts and 
flowers, is celebrated as St. 
Valentine's Day. Tradition- 

ally speaking, the Roman 
Catholic Church holds that there were two mar- 
tyrs named Valentine, who met their death on 
February 14. One was a Roman Catholic priest 
and the other a Roman Catholic bishop. As the 
historical facts concerning the life and death of 
St. Valentine, the bishop, are very sketchy, the 
Roman Church solves the difficulty by designat- 
ing February 14 as the day on which to com- 
memorate the martyrdom of St. Valentine, the 
priest, who died during the persecution of Clau- 
dius II in 269. 













































Roman Martyrology records it thus: 


At Rome on the Flaminian road, there took 
place in Heaven the birth of the holy Priest 
and Martyr Valentine, who after a great deal 
of healings and much testimony of his wis- 


n- dom, was beaten with stones and decapitated 
ng under the Emperor Claudius. 

R The custom of St. Valentine is not accidental, 
n 


but dates back to the first days of Christianity, 
of pagan origin. The pagan Romans believed 
that in the middle of February birds began to 
mate, and thus gave rise to the pagan Festival 
of Lupercalia, when all the young people gath- 
ered, and by drawing lots, won a lover for the 
coming year. Once the couples were chosen, 
thee was a good opportunity that marriage 
would follow. If such a marriage did not take 
place within the year, the individuals had an- 


SS 
of 
he 
en 


nd 


ial 


February, 1952 


other opportunity to appear at the 
casting of lots the following year to 
choose another person who might 
eventually be their future life partner. 

However, the day following the 
drawing of lots, February 14, the feast 
of Bacchus, consisting of wine, food, 
dancing and music, was celebrated, 
with licentiousness, drunkenness and 
every type of immorality rampant. This 
pagan Roman custom continued dur- 
ing the first days of Roman Christian- 
ity, and even Roman pagans who were 
converted to the Roman Catholic 
Church persisted in participating in 
this celebration. The drunkenness, ille- 
gitimacy, and licentiousness which pre- 
vailed among the Roman Christians 
as a result of these celebrations so 
alarmed the Roman Church fathers 
that they condemned the celebrations 
as an abomination. 

At first the Roman Church attempt- 
ed to circumvent the results of the 
feasts of Bacchus and the festival of 
Lupercalia by placing the names of 
saints in the common bowl of lots in- 
stead of the names of prospective lov- 
ers. The Christians were then supposed 
to follow the saint’s example through- 
out the year. But the attempt failed. 

The Roman Church made a second 
attempt in the Fourth Century to abol- 
ish this pagan custom. Since the lots 
were drawn on the eve of St. Valen- 
tine, February 13, the youthful adher- 
ents of the Roman Church were told 
that St. Valentine was the patron saint 
of lovers. He was chosen especially to 
protect lovers and to produce a mar- 
riage from their company keeping. The 
youths were further admonished that 
the ghost of St. Valentine hovered 
over lovers to see that they did not 
commit any carnal immoralities, not 
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only on St. Valentine’s Day but all 
during the year. The ghost of St. Val- 
entine, it was further taught, would be 
helped by the ghosts of the saints after 
whom each youth was named. This su- 
perstitious practice and belief flour. 
ished in the Middle Ages, and was 
found to exist in England as late as 
1476. 

Historically, it has been determined 
that during the middle ages, St. Val- 
entine’s Day was popularized as the 
occasion to write love letters and send 
lovers’ tokens. The manufacture and 
sending of paper valentines on St. Val- 
entine’s Day belongs to the 19th cen- 
tury period. © 

Furthermore, the pagan customs on 
St. Valentine’s Day still influence the 
morals of Roman Catholics, particu- 
larly in Europe. For example, in many 
parts of Italy there is the custom of 
mascatare, a practice of parents ar- 
ranging for the marriage of their chil- 
dren. After arrangements of the dowry 
have been completed, public announce. 
ment is generally made on St. Valen- 
tine’s Day. (It is this custom that Man- 
zoni popularized in his novel I Pro- 
missi Sposi, “The Bethrothed” .) 

This custom, since it does not te- 
quire consent of the parties concerned, 
has brought great concern to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, as lack of valid 
marital consent is an impediment to 
marriage and a legitimate cause for 
annulment. To cut down the rate of 
immorality and the number of invalid 
marriages, the Roman Church estab- 
lished new rules to regulate Sponsalia 
(betrothals) and the formalities pre- 
vious to marriage. These regulations 
are contained in the new code of Ro- 
man Catholic Canonical Law, which 
became effective May 19, 1918. 
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The code is designed to do away 
with mascatare and other similar cus- 
toms, and decrees that promises of 
marriage must be made in writing, and 
signed by both parties of a forthcom- 
ing marriage, and also by either the 
pastor of Local Ordinary or by at least 
two witnesses (Canon 1017, I). Once 
the document is drawn up in this man- 
ner, it is called a “‘sponsalia.’” The Ro- 
man Church strongly insists that be- 
trothals or engagements should not 
last for more than six months. In ad- 
dition, the Roman Catholic code has 
laid down that during this six-month 
period of engagement certain formali- 
ties must be carried out before the mar- 

































on | riage is performed. The purpose of 
he | these formalities is to see that nothing 
y- | shall interfere with the celebration of 
ny | a valid and licit marriage (Canons 
of | 1019; 1020 I). The formalities consist 
ar- | of the following: the Inquiry of the 
nil- | Pastor, the Furnishing of the Baptis- 
vty | mal Record, and the Publication of the 
ce- | Banns of Marriage. 
en- The Roman Catholic pastor is obli- 
an- } gated, sub grave, to question prudent- 
ro. | ly the contracting parties, separately if 
necessary (Canon 1020, 2) to deter- 
re- | mine if there is any impediment to the 
ned, | marriage; the freedom of consent of 
Ro- | those contracting marriage (particu- 
alid } larly on the part of the bride); and if 
t to} there has been sufficient degree of re- 
for | ligious instruction. According to a de- 
e of } cree of the Sacred Congregation of 
valid | Sacraments, June 26, 1921, the most 
stab- | recent baptismal record must be ob- 
salia | tained from the pastor of the contract- 
pte | ing parties, through the chancery of 
tions | the ordinary of the diocese. 
f Ro | The purpose in demanding the most 
vhich  tecent baptismal certificate for mar- 





tlage is to make sure that contracting 
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parties are really Roman Catholics cap- 
able of receiving the sacrament of mar- 
riage; to find out whether there is any 
impediment of mixed religion or Dis- 
parity of Cult; to learn whether there 
is any spiritual relationship existing 

between the parties; to discover the ex- 

istence of any previous marriage bond 

by means of a recent baptismal certifi- 

cate. 

The purpose of publishing the banns 
of marriage is also to discover the ex- 
istence of any impediments to mar- 
riage (Canons 1022, 1027). The banns 
of marriage are to be published on 
three consecutive Sundays or Roman 
Catholic holy days of obligation in the 
church during the Solemn High Mass, 
or at other services at which a good 
number of people are in attendance 
(Canon 1024). After each publication 
of the banns of marriage, the Roman 
Catholic people are admonished they 
are bound under pain of mortal sin to 
reveal the impediments to marriage of 
the contracting parties of which they 
may have knowledge (Canon 1027). 
If the marriage is postponed for more 
than six months, the publication of the 
banns of marriage must be repeated, 
unless the Local Ordinary decrees oth- 
erwise (Canon 1030, 2). 

Despite all these checks, the Roman 
Catholic Church has never succeeded 
in abolishing completely the pagan 
and superstitious customs associated 
with St. Valentine’s Day. The immoral 
and superstitious customs of St. Val- 
entine’s Day are not prevalent in Prot- 
estant countries. The Protestant Ref- 
ormation succeeded in reforming the 
morals of society in these countries and 
in abolishing superstitious beliefs, a 
condition the Roman Catholic Church 
was unable to accomplish. 


THE CHRISTOPHER MOVEMENT 


Can Protestants Conscientiously Support It? 


oo CONTEST open to all individuals who have 
a story to tell on how one person helped to make a 
better world was announced last month by Rev. James 
Keller, director of The Christophers. 

The purpose of the Christopher contest, according to 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune of last January 22, is to ““drama- 
tize the vital role the individual can play as a Christopher 
or Christ-bearer in changing the world for the better.” 


¢©-T*HE CHRISTOPHERS,” as de- 
scribed in this newspaper report, 
“is a Catholic movement that reaches 
out to all people. Its purpose is to en- 
courage individuals to enter one of the 
fields that touch the lives of most peo- 
ple the world over: education, govern- 
ment, trade unions and the writing end 
of newspapers, magazines, books, ra- 
dio, motion pictures and television. 

“Each Christopher works as an in- 
dividual, Father Keller said. ‘He 
takes out no membership, pays no 
dues and attends no meetings. Tens of 
thousands have already gone as Christ- 
bearers into the market place. Our aim 
is to-find a million.’ ” 

The Church of Rome knows many 
insidious methods of attaining its 
cherished and avowed aim to make 
America Catholic. One popular, and 
so far effective, procedure has been to 
bore within American institutions and 
activities. At times, the Roman Catho- 
lic Church appeals to group action 
through sectarian organizations such 
as the Knights of Columbus, Legion of 
Mary, Catholic War Veterans, Catho- 
lic labor unions and the Christophers. 
Whether the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy calls for organized group action 
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or individual response, both are dom- 
inated by Catholic Action and fall un- 
der the exclusive direction of the 
American Roman Catholic hierarchy. 
This is in accordance with the defini- 
tion of Catholic Action as given by 
Pius XI: “It—Catholic Action—is the 
participation of the laity in the Apos- 
tolate of the Hierarchy of the 
Church.””* 


Archbishop Amleto Cicognani, D.D,, 
Apostolic Delegate to the United 
States, comments thus on Catholic Ac 
tion: 

“It is an apostolate. Catholic Action is 
a collaboration with the Pope and with 
the Bishops. It is, therefore, necessary 
that it be dependent upon the Pope and 
the Bishops, that is be directed by them, 
and that it move within the limits as- 
signed and approved by the teaching 
Church... 

“The laity are to be so organized 
through Catholic Action as to have an 
orderly and ordered participation in the 
apostolate of the Hierarchy. And thus or- 
ganized, they must profess and defend 
Catholic principles. They must be eager 


1A Call to Catholic Action, a Series of 
Conferences on the Principles which should 
guide Catholics in the Social-Economic Cn- 
sis of Today, Vol. 1. Published by Joseph 
F, Wagner, Inc. 1935, p. 4. 
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to act under the direction of the Pope 
and the bishops, and zealous in carrying 
out the orders received from them.’’ 

Catholic Action ‘‘calls for coopera- 
tion in order to bring about the ac- 
ceptance of Christian thought and 
ideals (definite reference to only Ro- 
man Catholic thought and ideals) and 
to supernaturalize secular life. It de- 
mands the cooperation of many forces 
to christianize the family, the school, 
the customs and the manners of the 
people, and all agencies forming pub- 
lic opinion—in a word, the entire so- 
cial body.’”® 


legend Of St. Christopher 


One of the instruments subject to 
Catholic Action that the Roman Cath- 
olic Church uses to appeal for indi- 
vidual Roman Catholic action goes by 
the innocent title of The Christophers, 
with headquarters at 18 E. 48th Street, 
New York City, and is directed by a 
Maryknoll missionary priest, James 
Keller. The name Christophers is a 
derivative of two Greek words, Chris- 
tos and phereiv: Christ and to bear, or 
Christ-bearers. Originally, the Chris- 
tophers were named for St. Christo- 
pher, a martyr of the third century, 
whom all Roman Catholics are in- 
structed to emulate. Legend holds that 
St. Christopher was extraordinarily 
large and strong, and after he was 
baptized, he vowed that his life’s task, 
and the will of God for him, was to 
carry people across a dangerous stream 
of water. “One day he was carrying a 
child who continually grew heavier, so 
that it seemed as if he had the whole 
world on his shoulders. The child, on 
inquiry, made himself known as the 





‘Ibid. pp. 4, 5. 
* Ibid. p. 6. 
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Creator and Redeemer of the world. 
To prove his statement, the child or- 
dered Christopher to fix his staff in the 
ground. The next morning it had 
grown into a palm tree bearing fruit. 
The miracle converted many. This ex- 
cited the rage of the king . . . Christo- 
pher was put into prison and, after 
many cruel torments, beheaded.””* 

As St. Christopher was concerned 
with water, rivers and streams, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church publicizes the 
St. Christopher medal, and teaches 
that those who wear this medal on 
their person or place it in their auto- 
mobiles are protected from the danger 
of drowning or auto accidents. 

The St. Christopher medals, how- 
ever, do not always prove trustworthy. 
One was found around the neck of the 
5-year-old son of Mrs. John Hennessy 
when the bodies of both were recov- 


‘Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. II, p. 728. 




















































































ered from the Wenatchee River near 
Seattle. Their car had skidded into the 
river on the way home after a Thanks- 
giving celebration November, 1949. 
As reported in Newsweek of Decem- 
ber 6, 1949, it was the same medal 
taken from the body of the boy’s fath- 
er a month before, four years after his 
car had disappeared in the Lake Wash- 
ington Ship Canal when he, too, with 
a friend, was returning home from a 
Thanksgiving celebration in 1944. 


Christopher Aims 


The parochial societies of St. Chris- 
topher were founded explicitly to imi- 
tate the virtues of the saint and to de- 
note, in the spiritual sense, the carry- 
ing of Christ in the heart. “The stream 
and the weight of the child (of the 
legend) may have been intended to 
denote the trials and struggles of a 
soul taking upon itself the yoke of 
Christ in this world.’ 

The international Christopher move- 
ment of Rev. Keller has incorporated 
these two Roman Catholic religious 
concepts: 

“The particular objective of the 
Christophers is to accomplish this aim 
through individual lay persons (Ro- 
man Catholic and Protestant), Christ- 
bearers who will bring the love and 
truth of Christ into the ‘market-place,’ 
—into the fields of 1) education, 2) 
government, 3) labor, and 4) newspa- 
pers, magazines, books, radio and mo- 
vies, ° 
At first the Christopher movement 

was mainly a Roman Catholic one re- 
stricted to practicing Roman Catholics. 
Today, even though it retains its dis- 
tinctive Roman Catholic label and ab- 


‘Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. Ill, p. 729. 
°“Why the Christophers? by Rev. James 
Keller, p. 2. 
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solute direction of the Hierarchy, the 
Christophers has opened its ranks to 
admit American Protestants who are 
willing to add their personal efforts 
and money to this decidedly Roman 
Catholic organization. The propagan- 
da issued by the Christophers has so 
permeated and conditioned the minds 
of many Protestants that they are learn- 
ing to think and act like Roman Cath. 
olics. This type of Christopher propa- 
ganda has gained its success in a large 
measure by covering up and failing to 
publish the precise and official doc- 
trines of the Roman Catholic Church, 
These deceived Protestants are not 
conscious that the doctrines they en- 
dorse and distribute are Roman Catho- 
lic in content, and are diametrically 
opposed to the tenets of Protestant 
Evangelical Christianity and Ameri- 
canism. If the Hierarchy and Father 
Keller were to publish the true Roman 
Catholic Church teaching about Prot- 
estant Christianity and Protestants, no 
Protestant and few Roman Catholics 
would associate with the Christopher 
movement. The Roman Catholic 
Church brands Protestants not as 
Christ-bearers but as heretics and schis- 
matics, who are automatically excom- 
municated not only from the physical 
body of the Roman Church but also 
from the mystical body of Christ. 


Purposeful Inconsistency 


Roman Catholics are bound under 
pain of mortal sin and excommunica- 
tion not to deal with Protestants in 
divine or profane things, such as wor 
ship, economics, politics, civics or busi 
ness. The Christopher organization de 
liberately ignores this Roman Catholic 
ruling in order to win the cooperation 
of overly tolerant or ignorant Protes 
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tants. The truth of the matter is that 
Protestant Christianity and the Roman 
Church are poles apart not only as to 
what constitutes a Christ-bearer, but 
also in their views of democracy, gov- 
ernment, education, press, radio and 
labor unions. 


Christ Our Only Leader 


The Protestant Christian accepts 
Christ, and only Christ, as his infal- 
lible Leader; the Roman Catholic ac- 
cepts the Pope as his infallible leader. 
The Protestant Christian believes that 
Christ is the “way, the truth and the 
life;”” the Roman Catholic holds that 
the Pope is the “life, the way and the 













































































































































a truth.’” The Protestant Christian be- 
ly | lieves that he is saved by faith alone, 
nt | without the intervention of any human 
ri | priest, ceremony or rite; the Roman 
er | Catholic believes that he is saved by 
an | meritorious works, with the interven- 
ot- | tion of Roman Catholic priests and ac- 
no § cording to the ritual and intention of 
lics } the Roman Church. The Protestant 
her § Christian believes that outside of 
lic } Christ there is no salvation; the Roman 
as Catholic holds that extra ecclesiam 
his | "lla salus—‘Outside of the Roman 
om- | Church there is no salvation.’ From 
ical | this comparative analysis, it is clear 
also } that the Protestant Christian is the 
true Christ-bearer; the Roman Catho- 
lic is not a Christ-bearer, but a Pope- 
bearer. 
ndet | Freedom Of Religion 
mica The Protestant Christian stands 
is IN} four-square on the First Amendment 
wolf of the Constitution which declares: 
bust } “Congress shall make no law respect- 
7 ing an establishment of religion . . .” 
rnolt 





The Roman Catholic Pope-bearer 
strives to discredit this amendment be- 
cause his popes and Roman Catholic 
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authorities teach: “Hence follows the 
fatal theory of the need of separation 
between church and state. But the ab- 
surdity of such a position is mani- 
fest.’”* 

“With treacherous phrases about lib- 
erty of conscience and separation of the 
state from the church, it takes advantage 
to weaken the hands of religion, to ac- 
credit indifferentism and to please the 
heretic and the unbeliever by a fashion of 
marriage suited to their minds.”’* 

The doctrine that “The Church 
ought to be separated from the State, 
and the State from the Church,’”® was 
condemned by Pius IX as error, and 
Leo XIII remarked: 

“Nor can we hope for happier results, 
either for religion or for the civil govern- 
ment, from the wishes of those who de- 
sire that the Church be separated from 
the State, and the concord between the 


secular and ecclesiastical authority be dis- 
solved.””? 


Freedom Of Education 


The true Protestant Christian up- 
holds the American public school sys- 
tem which is open to all children re- 
gardless of race, creed or color, free 
from all ecclesiastical control and in- 
terference, subject only to the civil and 
political power. The true American 
recognizes the public school system as 
the foundation stone of a democratic 
republic. 

The Pope-bearer defends his pope 
and ecclesiastical authorities, who de- 
clare that ‘State monopoly of educa- 


. 148. 
: ‘Letter of Cardinal Pecci (later Leo XII1) 
to King of Italy, Life of Leo XIll, by 
O'Reilly, p. 222. 

Syllabus of Errors of Pius IX of 1864, 
Clause 55. 


Great Encyclical Letters of Pope Leo 
XIII, p. 125. 
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tion has been considered by the Church 
to be nothing short of tyrannical usur- 
pation.””™* 


Pope Leo XIII wrote to the Royal 
Commissary of Italy: “The decree ad- 
mits that religion is inseparable from 
a wise instruction and education. But 
then it excludes in the most absolute 
manner the direction and superintend- 
ence of the religious authority from 
the institutions in which youth is in- 
structed and educated, and substitutes 
for it privately those of the Govern- 
ment.’’?* 

Pius TX in clauses 45 and 48 of his 
Syllabus of Errors in 1864 condemned 
the propositions that education shall 
be under the supervision of the state 
and separated from the direction of 
the Roman Catholic Church. The Ro- 
man Church must continue to take this 
stand. 


When the Roman Catholic Church 
made a concordat with the govern- 
ment of Colombia, South America, the 
following Articles were included: 


XII. In the universities, colleges, schools 
and other education centers, the public 
education and instruction shall be organ- 
ized and directed in conformity with the 
doctrines and moral teachings of the 
Catholic religion. Religious instruction 
shall be obligatory in such institutions, 
and the religious exercises prescribed by 
the Catholic religion shall be observed in 
them. 


XIII. In consequence of the foregoing 
Article, the respective ordinaries, either 
in person or by delegates appointed for 
that purpose, shall exercise the right of 
inspecting and revising the text-books 
used for the teaching of religion and 
morality in such institutions. The Arch- 
bishop of Bogota shall select the books to 


“Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. XIII, p. 
055. 
“Life of Leo XIII, by O'Reilly, p. 239. 
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be used as text-books in religion and 
morality in the universities; and in order 
to insure uniformity of instruction on 
these subjects, this Prelate, in concert 
with other diocesan Bishops, shall select 
the text-books for the other Government 
educational establishments. The Govern- 
ment will take care that, in the delivery 
of lectures on literary and scientific sub- 
jects, and generally in all branches of in- 
struction, no ideas contrary to the Catho- 
lic doctrine, or tending to lessen the re- 
spect and veneration ie to the Church, 
are propagated. 

XIV. In case religious and moral teach- 
ing should not be in conformity with 
Catholic doctrines, in spite of the orders 
and precautions of the Government, the 
respective ordinaries (Bishops, Chancel- 
lors, Vice-chancellors, Vicar General) 
shall be able to deprive the professors 
and masters of the right of giving instruc- 
tion in such matters.’’!* 


Freedom Of Speech And Press 


The true Christ-bearer and Protes- 
tant Christian firmly believes in the in- 
dividual’s right of freedom of speech 
and press. This is in accord with the 
emancipating spirit of Evangelical 
Christianity which makes men truly 
free. In contrast, the Pope-bearer be- 
lieves the Roman doctrine that holds 
both are unchristian and undemocra- 
tic: 

“It is quite unlawful to demand, to de- 
fend, or to grant unconditional freedom 
of thought, of speech, of writing, or of 
worship as if these were so many rights 
given by nature to man.”"* 

Again, 

“If unbridled license of speech and of 
writing be granted to all, nothing will re- 
main sacred and inviolate; even the high- 
est and truest mandates of nature, justly 
18State Papers published by the British 
Government, Vol. LXXIX, p. 818. 

“Great Encyclical Letters of Pope Leo 
XIII, p. 161. 
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held to be the common and noblest heri- 
tage of the human race, will not be 
spared.””* 

The following is a sample of the 
destructive and intolerant attitude of 
the Roman Catholic Church toward its 
own publications: 

452 Madison Avenue, New York 
April 13, 1887. 

To the Editor and Proprietor of 

the Catholic Herald: 

Gentlemen: 

By this note, which is entirely pri- 
vate and not to be published, I wish to 
call your attention to the fact that the 
third Plenary Council of Baltimore, 
following the leadership of Pope Leo 
XIII, has pointed out the duties of the 
Catholic press, and denounced the 
abuses of which journals styling them- 
selves Catholic are sometimes guilty. 
‘That paper alone,’ say the Council 
(decree no. 228), is to be regarded as 
Catholic that is prepared to submit in 
all things to ecclesiastical authority.’ 

















































7 Later on it warns all Catholic writers 
- against presuming to attack publicly 
ach the manner in which a bishop rules his 
the diocese, affirming that those who so 
cal presume, as well as their — and 
uly abettors, are dealt with by canonical 
censures. 

For some time past the utterances of 
Ids the Catholic Herald have been shock- 
cra- ingly scandalous. As this newspaper is 

published in this diocese, I hereby 
és warn you that if you continue in this 
lod course of conduct it will be at your 
a peril. 
ghts I am, gentlemen, 
Yours truly, 
M. A. Carrigan 
dof Archbishop of New York'® 
a Freedom Of Allegiance 
“a The true Christ-bearer believes in 
" Pgiving allegiance first to Christ, then 
ritish 
"Ibid. p. 152. 
» Leo § “Facing the Twentieth Century, by James 





M. King, p. 367. 
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to country, and finally to his superiors. 
He opposes any man who owes alle- 
giance to any foreign power, prince or 
potentate. The Pope-bearer believes in 
giving allegiance first to the Pope, 
then to Christ and finally to country. 
He practices divided allegiance, and 
still holds that he is fit for public trust: 

“But the man who has embraced the 
Christian faith, as in duty bound, is by 
the very fact a subject of the church as 
one of the children born of her, and be- 
comes a member of that greatest and 
holiest body, which it is the special 
charge of the Roman Pontiff to rule with 
Supreme power, under its invisible head, 
Jesus Christ . . .17 

“Religion should . . . be accounted by 
everyone as holy and inviolable; nay, in 
the public order itself of States—which 
cannot be severed from the laws influenc- 
ing morals and from religious duties—it 
is always urgent, and indeed the main 
preoccupation, to take thought how best 
to consult the interests of Catholicism. 
Wherever these appear by reason of the 
efforts of adversaries to be in danger, all 
the differences of opinion among Catho- 
lics should forthwith cease, so that, like 
thoughts and counsels prevailing, they 
may hasten to the aid of religion (Roman 
Catholic), the general and supreme good, 
to which all else should be referred.’’** 


Will Of The Majority 

The Protestant Christian firmly be- 
lieves that American political sover- 
eignty is derived from the civic pri- 
macy of its people, that the will of the 
majority governs the actions of the 
leaders. The Pope-bearer must hold to 
the declarations made by Pope Boni- 
face VIII in his bull Unam Sanctam of 
1302, which categorically states that 
the Church (of Rome) is the source of 
political power. 








Great Encyclical Letters of Leo XIII, 
p. 183. 
\8]bid. pp. 194, 195, 197. 





“Under the control of the (Roman) 
Church are two swords,” explains the 
Catholic Encyclopedia, “that is two pow- 
ers, the expression referring to the medi- 
eval theory of the swords, the spiritual 
and the secular . . . Both swords are in 
the power of the (Roman) Church; the 
spiritual is wielded in the (Roman) 
Church by the hand of the clergy; the 
secular is to be employed for the (Ro- 
man) Church by the hand of the civil au- 
thoritiy, but under the direction of the 
spiritual — . .. The one sword must 
be subordinated to the other; the earthly 
power must submit to the spiritual au- 
thority, and this has precedence of the 
secular on account of its greatness and 
sublimity; for the spiritual power has the 
right to establish and guide the secular 
power, and also to judge when it does 
not act rightly... 

“This authority, although granted to 
man, and exercised by man, is not a hu- 
man authority, but rather a Divine one, 


granted to Peter by Divine Commission 
and confirmed in him and his successors, 
Consequently, whoever opposes this pow. 
er ordained of God, opposes the law of 
God . . . Now therefore we declare, say, 
determine and pronounce that for every 
human creature it is necessary for salva. 
tion to be subject to the authority of the 
Roman Pontiff.’’*° 

These are a few of the undemocra. 
tic and unscriptural practices and 
teachings of the Roman Catholic 
Church and every organization it dom 
inates. How can any truly American 
and truly Protestant Christian sub. 
scribe to these principles? Yet every 
member of the Christopher move 
ment must promulgate these ideas and 
ideals. 


Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. XV, p. 
126. 
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THE THREAT 


S¢KRTOTHING has done so 

much to arouse the 
American conscience in recent weeks 
as President Truman’s ill-advised ef- 
fort to gratify papal ambitions with 
regard to America. 

Roman Catholicism, as you know, 
has ambitions in every important realm 
of American life, so that it is increas- 
ingly necessary for us, in voicing a 
concern for the Christian basis of our 
national existence, to differentiate our 
positions. The Church of Rome meti- 
culously trains her candidates for key 
diplomatic posts, and our foreign mis- 
sionaries know how these men are then 
used to impede religious liberty, and 
to restrict Protestant missions, in the 
interest of Catholicism. Only recently 
Roman Catholic political pressure re- 
sulted in the closing by the Colombian 
government of two schools established 
by the General Conference of the Men- 
nonite Brethren Church, and even the 
United States Embassy's appeal that 
the schools be reopened has been re- 
fused. Our evangelical forces know 
from long experience in other lands 
that diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican have a one-way interest, and 
we have no concern to extend that in- 
terest into a land to which early pio- 
neers had fled in order to escape the 
persecutions of Rome. In addition to 


























Of The Roman Catholic Hierarchy 


A’ THE ANNUAL fall banquet of Southwest Regional National 
Association of Evangelicals held last November 27, at which Dr. 
Montano was a special guest, Dr. Carl F. H. Henry of Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia, co-chairman of the N.A.E.’s Commission on Social Action, de- 
livered the significant statement quoted below. 


the Knights of Columbus, the Roman 
Church has now organized the Chris- 
topher movement to advance the goals 
of the church. “I’m a Christopher” is 
the key identification by which Con- 
gressmen, newspaper editors and 
others are reminded of the solidarity 
of the movement and its church char- 
acter. 


In California the issue of the tax 
referendum will greet us at the polls 
next year as a reminder of Roman 
Catholic expansion. The issue of the 
referendum finds us with mixed emo- 
tions. On the one hand, our evangeli- 
cal movement has always contended 
for the right of exemption from tax- 
ation for religious efforts, schools as 
well as churches, and assuredly there 
would appear little reason to oppose 
such benefits even if one group were 
to gain some disproportionate advan- 
tage which any other group might gain 
were it to muster its activities in that 
direction. But in this case many of our 
evangelical Protestants are aligning 
themselves—even at cost to their own 
enterprises —- against tax exemption. 
Why so? It is because the expansion of 
the Roman Catholic parochial school 
system poses for America peculiar 
problems, in view of Roman claims, 
which the citizenry has not yet thought 
through. 


We evangelical Protestants are crit- 
ics of public education when it be- 
comes secularized, but we are not ene- 
mies of the concept of public educa- 
tion, which is an essential ingredient 
of the American way of life. The Ro- 
man Catholic Syllabus of Errors, how- 
ever, teaches that public schools free 
of ecclesiastic authority are to be con- 
demned, and the Jesuit magazine 
America, in an editorial statement, has 
affirmed it to be ‘an indisputable fact’ 
that ‘the Catholic and non-Catholic 
school systems are absolutely irrecon- 
cilable.’ Under such circumstances, the 
citizens of Los Angeles County would 
seem entitled to know whether the 
now president of the Board of Educa- 
tion, who we understand received his 
training in Roman Catholic parochial 
schools and in a Roman Catholic semi- 
nary, and who is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus, does or does not 
subscribe to the teaching of the Sylla- 
bus of Errors of his church—and we 
would urge the other members of that 





board, responsible for our public 
schools, to alert themselves to the im- 
plications. Since the Church of Rome 
constantly seeks for herself benefits ac. 
corded to no other religious group, as 
evidenced conspicuously by the Vati- 
can appointment, our evangelical con- 
stituency acts on quite understandable 
motives wherever it is willing to pass 
up benefits which it regards as legit. 
imately belonging to all religious en- 
terprises, in order that Roman Catholic 
totalitarian aggrandizement may not 
be encouraged. 

We have an huge task which calls 
us each to herculean roles in a time of 
national crisis, and our motives will 
be often misunderstood and even mis- 
represented but we have an opportu- 
nity, not yet cut off by our Lord’s re. 
turn, to call America from forces 
which would enslave her to the Bibli- 
cal heritage which makes men free and 
which alone safeguards their free. 
doms.” 


PHYSICAL HUNGER — In Israel today long lines of 
hungry people wait outside food stores only to be 
disappointed. People suffer hunger, especially chil- 
dren and older people. They become easy prey to 
disease. 

We of The Friends of Israel send food, clothing 
and other necessities to these needy ones in 
name of Him who cared for the hungry, the sick, 
and His little ones. 

SPIRITUAL HUNGER — Israel is also hungry spiritu- 
ally. Never in the history of the Holy Land has there 
been such a widespread demand for Bibles and 
~ New Testaments, for the witness of our missionaries. 

And like our Saviour, we go into “their cities and 

‘ villages,” preaching the Gospel of salvation, for He 
said, “Lovest thou me? Feed my sheep.” Will you 
help in this Christ-like service? Nothing you can 
do will please Him more. 
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THE DOCTRINES of the Roman Catholic Church about justification by 
faith are found in the decrees of the Council of Trent, which were gathered in 


the 16th century as a rebuttal to the great movement of the Reformation, 
which was sweeping all Europe. 


JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH 
Do Rome and the Sible 4egree? 


By ALFREDO FLOREZ 


N ITS Sixth Session, celebrated on 

January 13, 1547, the Council of 
Trent proposed the following doc- 
trine: 


“But when the apostle says that man is 
justified by faith and freely (Rom. 3:24; 
5:1), these words are to be understood in 
that sense in which the uninterrupted 
unanimity of the Catholic Church has 
held and expressed them, namely, that 
we are therefore said to be justified by 
faith, because faith is the beginning of 
human salvation, the foundation and root 
of all justification, without which it is 
impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6) and 
to come to the fellowship of His sons; 
and we are therefore said to be justified 
gtatuitously, because none of those things 
that precede justification, whether faith 
ot works, merit the grace of justification. 
For, if by grace, it is not now by works, 
otherwise, as the Apostle says, grace is 
no more grace.’”! 


Before we proceed further, we must 
notice right here that faith is not ex- 
cluded at all in the same way as the 
works are for our justification. Faith 
isa necessary condition (condicio sine 
qua non) of justification. Not so the 
works. Because while faith is always 





‘Canons and Decrees of the Council of 
Trent, Rev. H. ]. Schroeder, O.P., B. Her- 
der Book Co., 1941. pp. 34, 35. 


February, 1952 





Mr. Florez, who said his last Roman 
Catholic mass July 1, 1951, has been 
studying through the support of Christ’s 
Mission at an Evangelical seminary. He 
writes this article mainly to those still in 
the Roman Church, praying that through 
these thoughts, God will lead many of 
them into the full and complete salva- 
tion and satisfaction he now has, but 
never found while depending upon the 
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. 
He writes this article as a pastor to his 
people—a people he served for fourteen 
years as a Roman priest, a people to whom 
he never was able before to offer com- 
plete assurance of salvation. 





included for justification in the Scrip- 
ture, works are excluded. 


Thus, according to the Council, our 
justification and salvation are com- 
pletely free, a gift of God, not a re- 
ward for our good works. Although 
the Council quoted no other passages 
of Scripture, the Gospel of John is re- 
plete with passages proclaiming faith 
or belief in Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
as the necessary requirement for sal- 
vation. The epistles of Paul also pro- 
claim justification without works. 


Immediately following its rash dec- 
laration of justification, the Council of 
Trent qualifies its breadth to retain con- 
trol over the forgiveness of sins and 
to reject wholly the assurance of salva- 
tion through Jesus Christ, calling it a 
vain confidence of heretics: 

“But though it is necessary to believe 
that sins neither are remitted nor ever 
have been remitted except gratuitously 
by divine mercy for Christ’s sake, yet it 
must not be said that sins are forgiven or 
have been forgiven to anyone who boasts 
of his confidence and certainty of the re- 
mission of his sins, resting on that alone, 
though among heretics and schismatics 
this vain and ungodly confidence may be 
and in our troubled times indeed is 
found and preached with untiring fury 
against the Catholic Church. 


“Moreover, it must not be maintained, 
that they who are truly justified must 
needs, without any doubt whatever, con- 
vince themselves that they are justified, 
and that no one is absolved from sins and 
justified except he that believes with cer- 
tainty that he is absolved and justified, 
and that absolution and justification are 
effected by this faith alone, as if he who 
does not believe this, doubts the prom- 
ises of God and the efficacy of the death 
and resurrection of Christ. For as no 
pious person ought to doubt the mercy 
of God, the merit of Christ and the vir- 
tue and efficacy of the sacraments, so 
each one, when he considers himself and 
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his own weakness and indisposition, may 
have fear and apprehension concerning 
his own grace, since no one can know 
with the certainty of faith which cannot 
be subject to error, that he has obtained 
the grace of God.””* 

Here is a clear contradiction estab. 
lished by the Council of Trent. On the 
one hand it accepts a free justification, 
without works by faith; on the other 
hand it upholds that sins are not for- 
given or have been forgiven to any 
one who boasts of his confidence and 
certainty of the remission of his sins, 
resting on that confidence alone. It 
says we may not doubt the mercy of 
God, or the merits of Christ, but at the 
same time, we may doubt that we have 


obtained the grace of God or justifica- } 


tion. Since God has promised it, are 
we not doubting His word, if we fol- 
low the teachings of the Council fath- 
ers? 


Council Fathers vs. Bible 


The Council of Trent teaches Ro- 
man Catholics to disbelieve the Word 
of God, and instead of placing faith in 
Christ alone it necessitates the contin- 
uation of Roman Catholic sacraments 
and human priests and thus retains its 
demoniacal power over the souls and 
consciences of men. 

Roman Catholic friend, how can we 
accept the Council of Trent when God 


speaks so clearly about our blessed as- | 


surance of everlasting salavation: 
Read John 3:14-18, 36; 6:48-51, 58; 
7:37-39; 10:27-30. These beautiful 
sayings of Jesus, ‘No one is able to 
snatch them (my sheep) ‘out of my 
hand’ and “No one is able to snatch 
them out of my Father's hand” ate 
equal to Paul’s exclamation: “What 





"Ibid. p. 35. 
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shall we then say to these things? If 
God is for us, who against us? He who 
spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things? 
Who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
Who is he that condemns? Christ who 
died, yea rather, who is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also makes intercession for us? 
Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword? ...1 am persuaded 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come. 
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:31- 
39). 

But again the ‘infallible’ Council of 
Trent interferes and says: 

“No one, moreover, so long as he lives 
this mortal life, ought to presume so far 
as to state with absolute certainty that he 
is among the number of the predestined, 
as if it were true that the one justified 
either cannot sin any more, or, if he does 
sin, that he ought to promise himself an 
assured repentance. For it cannot be 
known whom God has chosen to Him- 
self, except by special revelation.’”* 

Here the Council of Trent needs 
another revelation to know that our 
justification is complete and assured. It 
fails to mention the reassuring scrip- 
tures in Romans 8: 1, 2, 15-17: 

"There is therefore now no con- 
demnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus... for the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus has made me free 
from the law of sin and death. 





‘Ibid. p. 38. 
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"For you have not received the spir- 
it of bondage again to fear; but you 
have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The 
Spirit itself bears witness with our spir- 
ii, that we are the children of God: 
and if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ, pro- 
vided we suffer with him in order that 
we may also be glorified with him.” 


Faith Plus 


The Council of Trent teaches also 
that the good works of a justified man 
truly merit not only an increase of 
grace, but also eternal life. If the Ro- 
man Catholic dies in grace, the Coun- 
cil promises attainment of eternal life 
itself: 

“If anyone says that the good works 
of the one justified are in such manner 
the gifts of God that they are not also 
the good merits of him justified; or that 
the one justified by the good works that 
he performs by the grace of God and the 
merit of Jesus Christ, whose living mem- 
ber he is, does not truly merit an increase 
of grace, eternal life, and in case he dies 
in grace, the attainment of eternal life it- 
self and also an increase of glory, let him 
be anathema.”’* 

Thus Roman Catholicism openly 
teaches justification by works against 
the whole Bible. Christ becomes not 
the only Saviour, but our good works 
are necessary to make His sacrifice ef- 
ficacious. Eternal salvation, according 
to Roman Catholicism, depends upon 
man’s good works after justification. 


If we proceed a little further to the 
Seventh Session, celebrated on March 
3, 1547, on the decree concerning the 
sacraments, among the Canons on Bap- 
tism, we read the following: 

“If anyone says that the baptism is op- 





‘Ibid. p. 46. 
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included for justification in the Scrip- 
ture, works are excluded. 


Thus, according to the Council, our 
justification and salvation are com- 
pletely free, a gift of God, not a re- 
ward for our good works. Although 
the Council quoted no other passages 
of Scripture, the Gospel of John is re- 
plete with passages proclaiming faith 
or belief in Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
as the necessary requirement for sal- 
vation. The epistles of Paul also pro- 
claim justification without works. 


Immediately following its rash dec- 
laration of justification, the Council of 
Trent qualifies its breadth to retain con- 
trol over the forgiveness of sins and 
to reject wholly the assurance of salva- 
tion through Jesus Christ, calling it a 
vain confidence of heretics: 

“But though it is necessary to believe 
that sins neither are remitted nor ever 
have been remitted except gratuitously 
by divine mercy for Christ’s sake, yet it 
must not be said that sins are forgiven or 
have been forgiven to anyone who boasts 
of his confidence and certainty of the re- 
mission of his sins, resting on that alone, 
though among heretics and schismatics 
this vain and ungodly confidence may be 
and in our troubled times indeed is 
found and preached with untiring fury 
against the Catholic Church. 


“Moreover, it must not be maintained, 
that they who are truly justified must 
needs, without any doubt whatever, con- 
vince themselves that they are justified, 
and that no one is absolved from sins and 
justified except he that believes with cer- 
tainty that he is absolved and justified, 
and that absolution and justification are 
effected by this faith alone, as if he who 
does not believe this, doubts the prom- 
ises of God and the efficacy of the death 
and resurrection of Christ. For as no 
pious person ought to doubt the mercy 
of God, the merit of Christ and the vir- 
tue and efficacy of the sacraments, so 
each one, when he considers himself and 
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his own weakness and indisposition, may 
have fear and apprehension concerning 
his own grace, since no one can know 
with the certainty of faith which cannot 
be subject to error, that he has obtained 
the grace of God.”* 

Here is a clear contradiction estab- 
lished by the Council of Trent. On the 
one hand it accepts a free justification, 
without works by faith; on the other 
hand it upholds that sins are not for- 
given or have been forgiven to any 
one who boasts of his confidence and 
certainty of the remission of his sins, 
resting on that confidence alone. It 
says we may not doubt the mercy of 
God, or the merits of Christ, but at the 
same time, we may doubt that we have 
obtained the grace of God or justifica- 
tion. Since God has promised it, are 
we not doubting His word, if we fol- 
low the teachings of the Council fath- 
ers? 


Council Fathers vs. Bible 


The Council of Trent teaches Ro- 
man Catholics to disbelieve the Word 
of God, and instead of placing faith in 
Christ alone it necessitates the contin- 
uation of Roman Catholic sacraments 
and human priests and thus retains its 
demoniacal power over the souls and 
consciences of men. 

Roman Catholic friend, how can we 
accept the Council of Trent when God 
speaks so clearly about our blessed as- 
surance of everlasting salavation: 

Read John 3:14-18, 36; 6:48-51, 58; 
7:37-39; 10:27-30. These beautiful 
sayings of Jesus, ‘No one is able to 
snatch them (my sheep) -out of my 
hand” and “No one is able to snatch 
them out of my Father's hand” ate 
equal to Paul’s exclamation: ‘What 


"Ibid. p. 35. 
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shall we then say to these things? If 
God is for us, who against us? He who 
spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things? 
Who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God's elect? It is God who justifies. 
Who is he that condemns? Christ who 
died, yea rather, who is risen again, 
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3 who is even at the right hand of God, 
y who also makes intercession for us? 
1d | Who shall separate us from the love 
s | Of Christ? Tribulation, or distress, or 
It | persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
of | or peril, or sword? ...1 am persuaded 
he | that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
ve | nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
a. | things present, nor things to come. 
te | Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
ol. | creature, shall be able to separate us 
th. | from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:31- 
39). 
But again the ‘infallible’ Council of 
49. | Trent interferes and says: 
ord “No one, moreover, so long as he lives 
: this mortal life, ought to presume so far 
11 | asto state with absolute certainty that he 
'in- | is among the number of the predestined, 
nts | as if it were true that the one justified 
its | either cannot sin any more, or, if he does 
and sin, that he ought to promise himself an 
assured repentance. For it cannot be 
known whom God has chosen to Him- 
we | self, except by special revelation.”* 
30d Here the Council of Trent needs 
as | another revelation to know that our 
justification is complete and assured. It 
58; | fails to mention the reassuring scrip- 
iful | tures in Romans 8: 1, 2, 15-17: 
2 to "There is therefore now no con- 
my | demnation for those who are in Christ 
atch | Jesus... for the law of the Spirit of 
are | life in Christ Jesus has made me free 
“hat | from the law of sin and death. 






—___. 


‘Ibid. p. 38. 





February, 1952 





“For you have not received the spir- 
it of bondage again to fear; but you 
have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The 
Spirit itself bears witness with our spir- 
ii, that we are the children of God: 
and if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ, pro- 
vided we suffer with him in order that 
we may also be glorified with him.” 


Faith Plus 


The Council of Trent teaches also 
that the good works of a justified man 
truly merit not only an increase of 
grace, but also eternal life. If the Ro- 
man Catholic dies in grace, the Coun- 
cil promises attainment of eternal life 
itself: 

“If anyone says that the good works 
of the one justified are in such manner 
the gifts of God that they are not also 
the good merits of him justified; or that 
the one justified by the good works that 
he performs by the grace of God and the 
merit of Jesus Christ, whose living mem- 
ber he is, does not truly merit an increase 
of grace, eternal life, and in case he dies 
in grace, the attainment of eternal life it- 
self and also an increase of glory, let him 
be anathema.” 

Thus Roman Catholicism openly 
teaches justification by works against 
the whole Bible. Christ becomes not 
the only Saviour, but our good works 
are necessary to make His sacrifice ef- 
ficacious. Eternal salvation, according 
to Roman Catholicism, depends upon 
man’s good works after justification. 


If we proceed a little further to the 
Seventh Session, celebrated on March 
3, 1547, on the decree concerning the 
sacraments, among the Canons on Bap- 
tism, we read the following: 

“If anyone says that the baptism is op- 





‘Ibid. p. 46. 


tional, that is, not necessary for salva- 
tion, let him be anathema. 


“If anyone says that true and natural 
water is not necessary for baptism and 
thus twists into some metaphor the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: Unless a man 
be born again of water and the Holy 
Ghost, let him be anathema.’’*® 

The Council thus introduces anoth- 
er source of salvation beside faith. 
Hence faith alone is not the founda- 
tion and root of all justification. But 
who inspired the Council that the 
word water used by our Lord Jesus 
means baptism? Even according to 
that same Council baptism is not water 
alone, but water with the words: “I 
baptize you in the name of the Father, 
etc.” and the intention of doing what 
the Church does. 

“If anyone says that the sacraments of 
the New Law are not necessary for sal- 
vation but are superfluous, and that with- 
out them or without the desire of them 
men obtain from God through faith 
alone the grace of justification, though 
all are not necessary for each one, let him 
be anathema.”’® 

This canon not only invalidates and 
condemns all the texts of Scripture in 
which God promises to justify men by 
faith in Jesus Christ, but also directly 
contradicts and invalidates its own 
previous decree. 


For justification by baptism can also 
be lost: 

“If anyone says that one baptized can- 
not, even if he wishes, lose grace, how- 
ever much he may sin, unless he is un- 
willing to believe, let him be anathema.’ 
The Council of Trent brings another 
remedy of its own invention, the sac- 
rament of penance, by which the bene- 
fit of Christ’s death is applied to those 


“Ibid. p. 53. 
SI bid. p. 52. 
Ibid. p. 53. 
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who have fallen after baptism. It 
teaches that— 

“The Lord then specially instituted the 
sacrament of penance when, after being 
risen from the dead, He breathed upon 
His disciples and said: Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost; whose sins you shall for. 
give, they are forgiven them, and whose 
sins you shall retain, they are retained, 
and condemns the grotesque interpreta. 
tions of those who . . . wrongly contort 
those words to refer them to the power 
of preaching the word of God and of 
making known the Gospel of Christ.”* 

But the Council of Trent ignores 
the parallel passage in Luke 24:46, 47 
in which Jesus speaks of “preaching 
repentance and remission of sins in 
his name among all nations, beginnin 
at Jerusalem.” When Jesus died for 
our sins on the cross, all sins were for- 
given (Hebrews 8:12; 9:11-14), and 
consequently the only thing possible 
afterward with regard to sins was and 
is to preach the remission of sins for 
the believers and retention of them for 
the unbelievers, because faith is the 
only condition necessary for our jus 
tification according to the Scripture. 

Moreover, | wonder why the sacta- 
ment of baptism becomes utterly un- 
availing to regain our justification 
whenever this grace of God is lost. To 
lose justification means to lose spir- 
itual life, to die spiritually, to cease be- 
ing children of God; therefore we can- 
not regain this life or be regenerated 
except by the same means, 7.e. by bap- 
tism. 


The logic of the Roman Church pro- 
claims: 

“Jesus wished those (who are of the 
household of faith) not to be cleansed by 
the repetition of baptism, since that is in 
no manner lawful in the Catholic Church, 

(Continued on page 62) 


‘Ibid. pp. 88, 89. 
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turn home each trip, his wife secretly too 
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ng 
for soon as she began to doubt. 
or: 
ind | SOLUTION: Dr. P. H. Huppert says 
ble “The agreement of the 
and | traveling man with the firm, however, 
for} may be so worded that (he) may 
for | charge to the firm’s account whatever 
the | he requires for his support on the trip 
jus- | without wanting anything. If, in the 
7 case of such an agreement, (he) was 
cra | unusually economical on his trips, if 
un- | he scarcely allowed himself the barest 
tion | necessities, there would be no viola- 
To | tion of justice if he saved, by an extra- 
spit: ordinary economy to which he was not 
»be- | obliged, an amount to be used in his 
can- | household, and charged it to the firm. 
ated | He was, according to the agreement, 
bap- | ‘ntitled to larger expenses, and for 
this reason may keep for himself that 
pro- which he legitimately might have spent 
but did not. Since in this case, no 
f the | “Ong would be done to the firm, 
ed by | there would be no obligation of resti- 
-isin } tution. . . If the husband is, therefore, 
yurch, 





allowed to keep for himself whatever 
he might properly have expended and 
charge it to the firm, neither does the 
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B peng R., a Roman Catholic, was a traveling salesman for a large store. While 

on the road, he kept his ews expenses to a minimum, but upon his re- 

< a small amount from the money he had saved 

the company, with the idea of making her husband’s life at home more comfortable. The 

husband, in reconciling his account with the company included the missing money in his 
traveling expenses. Over a period of 20 years, the amount totalled about $300. 

Eventually the wife of John R. became conscience stricken, and was finally driven to 

confess her actions to a Roman Catholic priest. The priest declared the wife had committed 

no sin and had demonstrated her good faith by placing her case before her confessor as 


wife violate justice, if she takes part 
of that amount, or all of it, from her 
husband’s pocket and uses it for his 
welfare, although she becomes there- 
with the cause for a charge to the firm. 
In this case, the wife would, for this 
reason, not be obliged to make resti- 
tution.’ 


Roman Catholic moralists evoke an- 
other Roman Catholic moral principle 
known as remissio a creditare (temis- 
sion by the creditor) which frees the 
woman from the obligation of making 
restitution. ““He who takes something 
prudently believing that the owner is 
not unwilling, does not sin . . . If, how- 
ever, he were to doubt that the own- 
er would remit, remission must be 
sought.” 


St. Alphonsus Liguori considers this 
point of view as sententia satis com- 





1The Casuists, by Joseph F. Wagner, N. 
Y. 1908. Vol. Il, p. 333. 

*Theologia Moralis, by Reuter, n. 351, 
p. 3. 


munis, (a sufficient common opinion). 
Roman Catholic moralists apply this 
moral principle in the case of the 
woman in question whereby she is re- 
leased from the obligation of making 
restitution. “We may conclude,” writes 
Dr. Ph. Huppert, ‘‘that if the proprie- 
tor of the business did not explicitly 
present to his traveling man the sum 
taken by the latter’s wife, still (he) or 
his wife, may presume this remissio 
(remission). Though, according to the 
wording of the agreement, the firm’s 
rights have been violated, and there- 
with the obligation of restitution estab- 
lished. Still it cannot be supposed that 
the proprietor of the business would 
demand that his traveling man should 
suffer privation and scarcely allow 


himself the most necessary provisions. 


Hence (he) may presume ‘ration- 
abiliter’ (reasonably) that his employ- 
er would make a present of the money 
thus saved by exclusive economy, if he 
asked for it. We may suppose such an 
attitude in a man of business who is 
just to his employees . . . We may sup- 
pose, therefore, that had (he) asked 
his employer for it, he would have had 
the payment of the three hundred dol- 
lars remitted. His wife, who has in- 
variably employed the money for her 
husband’s good, may expect the same 
indulgence.’”* 


®The Casuists, Vol. Il, by Joseph F. Wag. 
ner, N. Y. 1908, p. 216. 


Justification by Faith 


(Continued from page 60) 


but to be placed as culprits before his tri- 
bunal that by the sentence of the priests 
they may be absolved, not only once but 
as often as, repentant of the sins commit- 
ted, they should turn themselves there- 
to.” 


Hence the first time a man is born 
again is by baptism, but from that time 
forward, after justification has been 
lost, restoration into the household of 
faith may only be had by penance. 
This in spite of the fact that Jesus 
said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God,” 
which the Council of Trent interprets 
infallibly as meaning baptism. 

My Roman Catholic friend, cannot 
you clearly see what the Council of 
Trent and the Roman Church are do- 
ing? Do not you see how they misin- 
terpret the words of Christ in order to 
keep you in spiritual bondage to them 
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and in darkness to the truth of the 
Bible? 

Justification by faith alone is a piv- 
otal point in the Christian teaching. 
Learning to lean upon Christ alone for 
salvation, discarding the workings of 
human priests and a power organiza- 
tion, is a big step into the assurance of 
salvation. Why did Christ die upon 
the cross for our justification, if He 


‘planned it would then rest in the 


hands of human men, with their works 
and our works necessary to make the 
death efficacious. Is it not clear that the 
reason the Roman Church proclaims 
its contradictory doctrines is in order 
to keep you, and all its members, in 
subjection and constant fear? 

"As we said before, so I say now 
again, If any man preach any other 
gospel unto you than that w hich you 
have received, let him be accursed .. 
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> JOHN SNYDER, secretary of the 
United States Treasury, and his wife, 
were received by Pope Pius XII in pri- 
yate audience last November 29. 


> THE WHITE HOUSE announced 
last January 13 that the name of Gen- 
eral Mark W. Clark as Ambassador to 
the Vatican has been withdrawn, at 
the request of General Clark. “The 
President plans to submit another nom- 
ination at a later time,” the announce- 
ment concluded. Meanwhile opposi- 
tion to the appointment of a Vatican 
ambassador has continued in most 
Protestant circles, while Roman Cath- 
olic dignitaries have refused to com- 
ment upon the removal of General 
Clark’s name. It was remarked, how- 
ever, that the Pope and Cardinal Spell- 
man would discuss the matter during 
the latter’s visit to Rome in mid-Janu- 
ary. 

David Lawrence, in his column of 
lat November 17, expressed the view 
that Mr. Truman may resort to a per- 
sonal representative, because “Mr. Tru- 
man has made a commitment to the 
Pope that he would send a representa- 
tive to the Vatican, and he means to 


abide by that pledge.” 


Now, more than ever, 
since the President’s posi- 
tion is clear, Protestants 
must continue to protest 
such an appointment. 


>A NEW ROMAN CATH- 
OLIC archbishop, The 
Most Rev. John Francis O’- 
Hara, 63, was installed as 
Archbishop of Philadel- 
phia, last January 9. He 
succeeds Dennis Cardinal Dougherty, 
who died last May 31. From 1945 until 
elevated to the post, Archbishop O’- 
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Hara served as Bishop of Buffalo. The 
installation was attended by nearly 
2,000 persons, including about 100 
Bishops and Archbishops, state and city 
officials, members of the judiciary and 
1,500 clergymen. The cathedral was 
draped in white and gold, papal colors. 
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“During the ceremony,” reports the 
N. Y. Times of last January 10, “a rep- 
lica of Archbishop O’Hara’s shield, or 
coat of arms, was on the facade of the 
choir loft. It contains the motto, “Ip- 
sam Sequens Non Devias”—lf thou fol- 
low her (the Blessed Virgin) thou wilt 
never go astray.” 


ARCHBISHOP O’HARA 
AFTER INSTALLATION 


The Most Rev. John Francis O'Hara as he 
leaves the altar in the Cathedral of S.S. Peter 
and Paul, Philadelphia, after he was installed 
as archbishop of the Catholic diocese of Phila- 
delphia. 
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Your Luestious 
ANSWERED 


By J. A. FERNANDEZ 


QUESTION: “Why does the Roman 
Catholic Church forbid the 


use of contraceptives in marriage?” 


ANSWER: 
The Roman Catholic Church forbids 


the use of contraceptives in marriages 
because they are intended to thwart 
the primary purpose of matrimony, 
which is the procreation of offspring. 
The use of any type of contraceptive 
constitutes the unnatural mortal sin of 
Onamism. 


QUESTION: Did not the Pope recently 

forbid the practice of the 
so-called “Rhythm Theory” to Roman 
Catholics? 


ANSWER: 


According to “Time” magazine, No- 
vember 12, 1951, p. 91, the Pope’s 
statement does not forbid the absolute 
but only the relative use of the rhythm 
theory. To explain this point, the Pope 
indulges in some kind of double talk. 
All along Roman Catholic confessors 
have been advised to inform the Ro- 
man Catholic married couple who 
were desirous of practicing birth con- 
trol of the “relatively safe period” 
each month. We suspect that Roman 
Catholics were taking advantage of 
this information too much, with the 
disastrous result that births in Roman 
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Catholic families were not as nume- 
rous as the hierarchy desired. Hence, 
the Pope frowned upon the practice of 
the “Rhythm Theory.” 

The Pope’s qualifications in his 
speech practically nullify his directive, 
According to him, the use of the “rhy- 
thm” is permissible if the motive is 
not “to satisfy sensuality,” and to 
“avoid the fecundity of union,” and to 
avoid conception which is contrary to 
the essence of marriage. The latter 
item, according to the Roman Church, 
constitutes a diriment impediment 
which would nullify the matrimony. 


QUESTION: Would you say that the 

majority of Roman Catho- 
lics follow the rules of the Church re 
garding birth control? 


ANSWER: 


In my opinion, the majority of Ro 
man Catholics do not follow the rules 
of their Church regarding birth com 
trol. The Church, however, remains 
very adamant on the matter, because 
it is through this method that the Ro 
man Catholic Church expects to ob 
tain future numerical superiority i@ 
this country. Because of her condem 
nation of every method of birth cot 


trol, the ratio of individuals in Roma. 


Catholic families exceeds Protestants 
and other non-Catholics by 3 to 1. 
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EVITORS MAILBAG 


Much Joy 


IN THE OCTOBER issue of THE CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
there is an article by Alfredo Florez, a 
recent convert, which has given us much 
joy here. 

As you probably know by now it was 
a deacon in our church who was the lock- 
smith who had the privilege in the Lord 
to give Brother Florez the big key which 
directed him to Christ’s Mission and sub- 
sequently to the Lord. 

Rev. R. C., 
Babylon, New York 


1 Am Born Again 

(Excerpts of a letter to Rev. and Mrs. A. 
in Congo Belge, Africa, by a state official 
imprisoned for a scandalous money deal.) 


WHEN DESIRING TO become a Prot- 
estant, the astonishing point of view was 


revealed to me, that the only important 
matter is that I accept Christ as my Sa- 
viour. 

If I would say to the priest an hun- 
dreth yo of what I said to the mission- 
aties, he would immediately order me to 
confess and receive the communion. 





Too nee have I been enmeshed in the 
life of worldly pleasures, and my second- 
hand religion was too superficial to free 
me from them. 

The Son of God came to save me 
sonally. In John 3:16 and John 6:37, re- 
placing “w “ with “Freedy,” my 
English name, I knelt down and felt that 
the merits of Christ had completely blot- 
ted out my sins. 

Now I have definitely stopped pursuit 
of worldly happiness. 

F.G. 
Congo Belge, Africa 


Thanks 


SOME TIME AGO I received your much 
appreciated letter answering some of 
questions. I enjoy writing or correspon 
ing with some one who is able to en- 
lighten me in so many of the problems 
and questions in these dark and trouble- 
some times. 

I am enclosing a gift for you and 
work among the or of cms faiths 
trusting and praying that some souls will 
be brought into the fold. 

H.K,, 
Austin, Minnesota 





PAS-CAL VITAMINS & MINERALS 
Multi-Vitamins (9 vit—6 min.); 
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ACCORDIONS 
FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES 
Available to Bible Christien Workers 
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SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
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“THE BOOK OF THE YEAR” 


Eehind the Purple Curtain — 
by Dr. Walter M. Mont 


Out of despair and disillusionment as a Roman Catholic monk! 
South America came Walter Montafio. Now, saved and 

his risen Lord, he takes you behind the scenes to behold the 
filling cup of iniquity of Romanism. You cannot read this be 
and remain indifferent to the peril that confronts America in 
growing power of Rome in this country. No. 59 


Veripampllete 
A series of pamplets giving complete and 
haustive coverage of special questions involvig 
the Roman Catholic Church. These pamphlets are important f 
sources for your library. 
Those Responsible for the Second World Ought I Become a Roman Catholic 
War No. 233, 25¢ Remain a Protestant? No. 225, 
The Catholic Church in a Democracy Mixed Marriages in the Catholic C 
No. 204, 25¢ No. 222, 
Centuries of Intolerance: The Roman 
Catholic Church and Anti-Semitism 
No, 208, 25¢ 


Out of the Labyrinth 


This book is a masterpiece of expository logic. Possessed of t 
education, the priestly background, and the literary ability 
the task, Dr. Lehmann has written in clear, everyday langu 
a book that should be read not only by every Protestant 
ister, but also by Christian laymen. The following comm 
is typical of the enthusiastic reception of the book. 


Dr. William Ward Ayer: “1 wish that every Protestant minister 
every intelligent Evangelical would read, re-read and study this 
in this crucial hour when Rome is on the march throughout the 

with all of her soul-destroying powers.” 
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No. 1, $ 


Please order by number from: 


CHRIST'S MISSION BOOK DEPARTMENT 


160 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 








